‘Green’ savings not just hot air for 17 Midlands manufacturers

A scheme to help West Midlands manufacturers go ‘green’ has enabled 17 companies to save a massive £250,000 in just one year.

The scheme – funded by the European Regional Development Fund and co-ordinated by Birmingham Chamber – saw the companies embark on a number of innovative ways of reducing their carbon footprint, saving money at the same time.

In total, the 17 companies saved more than 7,000 tonnes of carbon – enough to power 7,000 hot air balloons.

Among those taking part in the ‘Environmental Network’ programme was Aston-based sheet metal manufacturer Radshape. 

At the outset of the scheme, Radshape, like all the other companies taking part, underwent a ‘green’ audit, to help identify areas where they might make savings.

The company, which makes precision metal parts for the automotive industry, found that it was wasting more than £8,000 a year by not fully shutting down a compressed air powered laser machine at night.

Another company, Remploy, was able to make savings by recycling cardboard waste at its Coventry factory into packaging materials. Previously the cardboard had been compacted and disposed of off site. 

Thanks to the Chamber scheme, the company has bought a £4,500 shredder to recycle the cardboard, which is saving 67 tonnes of the material a year.

Remploy also used the scheme’s funding to help develop a range of energy saving LED streetlights, and has just won its first order for these, from Bradford Council.

Kate Bullock, environmental supply chain project manager for the Chamber, said that the ‘green’ scheme had been a huge success.

She said: “We have been really pleased with the enthusiasm and the motivation of the companies taking part.

“They stuck at the programme through a recession, and continue to see the benefits of investing in environmental improvement, which has reaped significant financial and carbon savings.”
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